Approved For Release 2001iflBB3fltf|lUftDP78-ai617A0007001 90006-5 


27 September 1949 

SmUXGEftK WfiBAIDTO SO, 228 (Preliminary) 

SUBJECT x Evaluation of deport on Soviet Troop Itoveaurt* is Sfaachuria 
R&BSEIEKi Peiping Telegram (secret) No, 1578 (20 Sept. 1949) 


j, OKS in of the opinion that the information contained in 
paragraphs two to four of Peiping Telegram Mo, 157$ (20 Sept,) is 
based wholly or largely on rumors. This report is the latest of 
several, received intermittently during the past two years, dealing 
with alleged Soviet military activity in Manchuria, none of which 
has been confirmed, 

|)» These miners aay have some basis in fact, however, Inasmuch 
as there are indications of an increase in the tempo of Soviet 
activity and in the numbers of Soviet personnel in Samhuria, and 
in North. China. It is quits probable that the USSR is talcing 
advantage of the present cowiunity of Sino-Soviot interest to 
solidify its position in Ibnehiaeia, 


2. Evaluation of Paras, Z antLJM 


This report is so vague that it cannot- be evaluated with confi- 
dence. The qualifications of the observer arc obscure and his inforao 
tion appears to be based on hearsay. The report, in this respect, 
is similar to a number of earlier reports which, as the C onsul-Gonoral 
remarks., "have been iinaubstantiated . * 


fast experience 

that Chinese observers 


| has indicated 

rather careless m their use of 

numbers, and are given to exaggeration. Also, regular troops may be 
confused with Soviet railway guards, which are known to be present in 
'Manchuria, 


25X1X7 


The phrase "rail traffic Harbin-'lanohuria 8 should probably be read 
either "narbin-'^nehoull,* or (because Antung is mentioned) "Harbin- 
Eorea," but neither of these readings illuminates the content sufficiently 
to permit an estimate of its significance. The "contemplated estab- 
lish- kT.it of three military lines" would be a matter of top-secret 
military p l anning, which would certainly not be available to Chinese 
sources. 
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OKI has no information with which to confirm the report of 
riovenents of tanks and troops between Harbin and Chsngchuaj such 
movement 3 are believed possible. 

5 * s E : -xplatistioif , I J i.e., that the !BSR believes the IE •to be 
preparing for war in the Pacific; 

(Mffi has no Information to indicate that the OSS! genuinely 
believes that the IE is preparing to attack the USSR militarily in 
the near future, 

"hxplanaiiorf HI, i*e. , that the USSR itself plans to launch 
a war in the near future* 

CStK has no information to indicate that even with its **ne# atonic 
capability the Soviet Union intends to resort to military aggression 
is the near future, 

£. w l:xplanatioit II, i.e* , that the USSR is employing the threat 
of an imminent- last-ITest (Coaamist vs. tum^losnurtist) war as a mans 
of gaining Chinese Conaanifit acquiescence in the extension and con- 
solidation of Soviet control in China, ©specially in ?%nehiiria* 

It is believed that the USSR occasionally, perhaps eystemtlc&lly 
falsifies its estimate of the situation, in order to gain Chinese 
Ooasmnist acquiescence in the extension and consolidation of Soviet 
control, in China and. over the CCi». However, it is doubtful that the 
CCP leadership is convinced of the Imminence of an armed conflict 
between the Communist and aon-Corasmist nations, or that the TSSR has 
found it necessary to employ the threat of Imminent war in order to 
gain Chinese Ccsmtniat acquiescence in the Soviet program in and toward 
China, It appears more likely that the USSR end the CCP leader;hip 
are agreed upon the necessity for increasing the defensive and offen- 
sive capabilities of the Far Santera Communl st bloc, in preparation 
for an eventual, but not immediate, military conflict with the West# 

4, ifema 

ietlgttv in 

In addition to the above report, of 100*150,000 Soviet troops 
present or scheduled to arrive in Manchuria, and. of Soviet troop and 
tan}: movements in ?toetari&, there have been recent reports of the 
arrival in Harbin of Soviet llarahal Rodion if&linenrsJqr, together with 
a staff of 150 officers? and of the construction of barracks at "Miden, 
adequate to house 30,000 men, which ore possibly for the use of Soviet 
military or railway personnel. These reports have not been confused. 

- a - 
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There is a general trend toward tightened Sino-Soviet control, or 
•Soviet control with Chinese acquiescence, over Manchuria, particularly 
in the strategic Port Arthur Naval Base area. At the same tine, the 
USSR is probably seeking to strengthen the lateral integration of 
Manchuria and North Korea. 

It is of major importance to the USSR* politically and economically, 
to improve the rail system between Manchuria and North China. Inas- 
much as railway control is used to spearhead Soviet penetration, the 
recent influx of Soviet railway personnel into Sfenchuria wnd North 
China indicates an increasingly successful extension of Soviet control. 
Soviet railway personnel have quasi-military status, and at times have 
included regular army and secret police officials. 
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